RECONNECTING
SOCIETY & SCIENCE

Dr. Rajesh Tandon

Founder-President, PRIA
UNESCO Co-Chair in Community-Based Research and Social
Responsibility in Higher Education

PCST 2025 | Aberdeen
29 May




COMMUNICATING SCIENCE TO PUBLICS

Green revolution?



IMPLICATIONS

» Reduced soil fertility
* Water contamination
* Impact on human health

Organic and natural



COMMUNICATION DURING COVID

: . with soap,
FUNNNG  wolay frw l Lgn_g L
P

seconds. : e i 4 S S e
2 frontor beind

Disconnect and tension



COMMUNICATOR ROLE
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GRANDMA'’S

RITUALS

Tulsi/basil



CLOSED SCIENCE
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OPEN SCIENCE

Open
dialogue
with other
knowledge
systems

Open
scientific

OPEN
SCIENCE

Open
engagement
of societal
actors
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KNOWLEDGE DEMOCRACY

@ Multiple sites and forms of knowledge

H@ Knowledge for public good

KIZ Shared and ethical ownership of

_ knowledge
Diversity in forms of knowledge

communication

% Community-based participatory research
methodology



Decolonized co-construction of knowledge

Community led, context specific

Culturally embedded

Expressed in local language

Linked to holistic worldview

https://www.decodeknowledge.org
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Foods from the For"""

Himalayan hardworking women )
are bridging traditional knowledge, Gauri Khanna, Carmen Koessler,
Shailesh Panwar, Anshuman Karol &

science and sustainability in the Cooibratite Mo b E A
Himalayan mountains in India. March 29, 2025




CLIMATE RESILIENCE &
ECOLOGIES OF KNOWLEDGE

( Embracing diversity
( Valuing inclusive knowledges
( Respecting pluriversity

( Sustainability in everyday action
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